
Women in Ministry as Seen in the New Testament 
 

Matthew 26:6-13 
Now when Jesus was at Bethany in the house of Simon the leper, a woman came up to him 
with an alabaster flask of very expensive ointment, and she poured it on his head as he reclined 
at table. And when the disciples saw it, they were indignant, saying, "Why this waste? For this 
could have been sold for a large sum and given to the poor." But Jesus, aware of this, said to 
them, "Why do you trouble the woman? For she has done a beautiful thing to me. For you 
always have the poor with you, but you will not always have me. In pouring this ointment on my 
body, she has done it to prepare me for burial. Truly, I say to you, wherever this gospel is 
proclaimed in the whole world, what she has done will also be told in memory of her." 
 
Mark 14:3-9 
And while he was at Bethany in the house of Simon the leper, as he was reclining at table, a 
woman came with an alabaster flask of ointment of pure nard, very costly, and she broke the 
flask and poured it over his head. There were some who said to themselves indignantly, "Why 
was the ointment wasted like that? For this ointment could have been sold for more than three 
hundred denarii and given to the poor." And they scolded her. But Jesus said, "Leave her alone. 
Why do you trouble her? She has done a beautiful thing to me. For you always have the poor 
with you, and whenever you want, you can do good for them. But you will not always have me. 
She has done what she could; she has anointed my body beforehand for burial. And truly, I say 
to you, wherever the gospel is proclaimed in the whole world, what she has done will be told in 
memory of her." 
 
Mark 15:40-41 
There were also women looking on from a distance, among whom were Mary Magdalene, and 
Mary the mother of James the younger and of Joses, and Salome. When he was in Galilee, they 
followed him and ministered to him, and there were also many other women who came up with 
him to Jerusalem. 
 
Mark 16:1-7 
When the Sabbath was past, Mary Magdalene, Mary the mother of James, and Salome bought 
spices, so that they might go and anoint him. And very early on the first day of the week, when 
the sun had risen, they went to the tomb. And they were saying to one another, "Who will roll 
away the stone for us from the entrance of the tomb?" And looking up, they saw that the stone 
had been rolled back—it was very large. And entering the tomb, they saw a young man sitting 
on the right side, dressed in a white robe, and they were alarmed. And he said to them, "Do not 
be alarmed. You seek Jesus of Nazareth, who was crucified. He has risen; he is not here. See 
the place where they laid him. But go, tell his disciples and Peter that he is going before you to 
Galilee. There you will see him, just as he told you." 
 
 
 



Luke 1:26-31  
In the sixth month the angel Gabriel was sent from God to a city of Galilee named Nazareth, to 
a virgin betrothed to a man whose name was Joseph, of the house of David. And the virgin's 
name was Mary. And he came to her and said, "Greetings, O favored one, the Lord is with you!" 
But she was greatly troubled at the saying, and tried to discern what sort of greeting this might 
be. And the angel said to her, "Do not be afraid, Mary, for you have found favor with God. And 
behold, you will conceive in your womb and bear a son, and you shall call his name Jesus. 
 
Luke 1:38  
And Mary said, "Behold, I am the servant of the Lord; let it be to me according to your word." 
And the angel departed from her. 
 
Luke 1:41-45  
And when Elizabeth heard the greeting of Mary, the baby leaped in her womb. And Elizabeth 
was filled with the Holy Spirit, and she exclaimed with a loud cry, "Blessed are you among 
women, and blessed is the fruit of your womb! And why is this granted to me that the mother of 
my Lord should come to me? For behold, when the sound of your greeting came to my ears, the 
baby in my womb leaped for joy. And blessed is she who believed that there would be a 
fulfillment of what was spoken to her from the Lord." 
 
Luke 2:36-38 
And there was a prophetess, Anna, the daughter of Phanuel, of the tribe of Asher. She was 
advanced in years, having lived with her husband seven years from when she was a virgin, and 
then as a widow until she was eighty-four. She did not depart from the temple, worshiping with 
fasting and prayer night and day. And coming up at that very hour she began to give thanks to 
God and to speak of him to all who were waiting for the redemption of Jerusalem. 
 
Luke 7:36-50 
One of the Pharisees asked him to eat with him, and he went into the Pharisee's house and 
reclined at table. And behold, a woman of the city, who was a sinner, when she learned that he 
was reclining at table in the Pharisee's house, brought an alabaster flask of ointment, and 
standing behind him at his feet, weeping, she began to wet his feet with her tears and wiped 
them with the hair of her head and kissed his feet and anointed them with the ointment. Now 
when the Pharisee who had invited him saw this, he said to himself, "If this man were a prophet, 
he would have known who and what sort of woman this is who is touching him, for she is a 
sinner." And Jesus answering said to him, "Simon, I have something to say to you." And he 
answered, "Say it, Teacher." "A certain moneylender had two debtors. One owed five hundred 
denarii, and the other fifty. When they could not pay, he cancelled the debt of both. Now which 
of them will love him more?" Simon answered, "The one, I suppose, for whom he cancelled the 
larger debt." And he said to him, "You have judged rightly." Then turning toward the woman he 
said to Simon, "Do you see this woman? I entered your house; you gave me no water for my 
feet, but she has wet my feet with her tears and wiped them with her hair. You gave me no kiss, 
but from the time I came in she has not ceased to kiss my feet. You did not anoint my head with 



oil, but she has anointed my feet with ointment. Therefore I tell you, her sins, which are many, 
are forgiven—for she loved much. But he who is forgiven little, loves little." And he said to her, 
"Your sins are forgiven." Then those who were at table with him began to say among 
themselves, "Who is this, who even forgives sins?" And he said to the woman, "Your faith has 
saved you; go in peace." 
 
Luke 8:1-3 
Soon afterward he went on through cities and villages, proclaiming and bringing the good news 
of the kingdom of God. And the twelve were with him, and also some women who had been 
healed of evil spirits and infirmities: Mary, called Magdalene, from whom seven demons had 
gone out, and Joanna, the wife of Chuza, Herod's household manager, and Susanna, and many 
others, who provided for them out of their means. 
 
Luke 10:38-42 
Now as they went on their way, Jesus entered a village. And a woman named Martha welcomed 
him into her house. And she had a sister called Mary, who sat at the Lord's feet and listened to 
his teaching. But Martha was distracted with much serving. And she went up to him and said, 
"Lord, do you not care that my sister has left me to serve alone? Tell her then to help me." But 
the Lord answered her, "Martha, Martha, you are anxious and troubled about many things, but 
one thing is necessary. Mary has chosen the good portion, which will not be taken away from 
her." 
 
John 12:1-8 
Six days before the Passover, Jesus therefore came to Bethany, where Lazarus was, whom 
Jesus had raised from the dead. So they gave a dinner for him there. Martha served, and 
Lazarus was one of those reclining with him at table. Mary therefore took a pound of expensive 
ointment made from pure nard, and anointed the feet of Jesus and wiped his feet with her hair. 
The house was filled with the fragrance of the perfume. But Judas Iscariot, one of his disciples 
(he who was about to betray him), said, "Why was this ointment not sold for three hundred 
denarii and given to the poor?" He said this, not because he cared about the poor, but because 
he was a thief, and having charge of the moneybag he used to help himself to what was put into 
it. Jesus said, "Leave her alone, so that she may keep it for the day of my burial. For the poor 
you always have with you, but you do not always have me." 
 
Acts 21:8-9 
On the next day we departed and came to Caesarea, and we entered the house of Philip the 
evangelist, who was one of the seven, and stayed with him. He had four unmarried daughters, 
who prophesied. 
 
Romans 16:1-15 
I commend to you our sister Phoebe, a servant of the church at Cenchreae, that you may 
welcome her in the Lord in a way worthy of the saints, and help her in whatever she may need 
from you, for she has been a patron of many and of myself as well. Greet Prisca and Aquila, my 



fellow workers in Christ Jesus, who risked their necks for my life, to whom not only I give thanks 
but all the churches of the Gentiles give thanks as well. Greet also the church in their house. 
Greet my beloved Epaenetus, who was the first convert to Christ in Asia. Greet Mary, who has 
worked hard for you. Greet Andronicus and Junia, my kinsmen and my fellow prisoners. They 
are well known to the apostles, and they were in Christ before me. Greet Ampliatus, my beloved 
in the Lord. Greet Urbanus, our fellow worker in Christ, and my beloved Stachys. Greet Apelles, 
who is approved in Christ. Greet those who belong to the family of Aristobulus. Greet my 
kinsman Herodion. Greet those in the Lord who belong to the family of Narcissus. Greet those 
workers in the Lord, Tryphaena and Tryphosa. Greet the beloved Persis, who has worked hard 
in the Lord. Greet Rufus, chosen in the Lord; also his mother, who has been a mother to me as 
well. Greet Asyncritus, Phlegon, Hermes, Patrobas, Hermas, and the brothers who are with 
them. Greet Philologus, Julia, Nereus and his sister, and Olympas, and all the saints who are 
with them. 
 
1 Corinthians 16:19 
The churches of Asia send you greetings. Aquila and Prisca, together with the church in their 
house, send you hearty greetings in the Lord. 
 
Philippians 4:2-3 
I entreat Euodia and I entreat Syntyche to agree in the Lord. Yes, I ask you also, true 
companion, help these women, who have labored side by side with me in the gospel together 
with Clement and the rest of my fellow workers, whose names are in the book of life. 
 
Colossians 4:15 
Give my greetings to the brothers at Laodicea, and to Nympha and the church in her house. 
 
Titus 2:3-5 
Older women likewise are to be reverent in behavior, not slanderers or slaves to much wine. 
They are to teach what is good, and so train the young women to love their husbands and 
children, to be self-controlled, pure, working at home, kind, and submissive to their own 
husbands, that the word of God may not be reviled. 
 
1 Peter 3:1-6 
Likewise, wives, be subject to your own husbands, so that even if some do not obey the word, 
they may be won without a word by the conduct of their wives, when they see your respectful 
and pure conduct. Do not let your adorning be external—the braiding of hair and the putting on 
of gold jewelry, or the clothing you wear— but let your adorning be the hidden person of the 
heart with the imperishable beauty of a gentle and quiet spirit, which in God's sight is very 
precious. For this is how the holy women who hoped in God used to adorn themselves, by 
submitting to their own husbands, as Sarah obeyed Abraham, calling him lord. And you are her 
children, if you do good and do not fear anything that is frightening. 
 


